via                    PRACTICAL EDUCATION.

undue preponderance of mere memory can be effectually
avoided. Thirdly, that there is a faculty of visual
perception, or eye-memory, by means of which we may
"bring before us vividly anything which we have ever
seen, as FEANCIS GALTON has shown by exhaustive
experiment, This third factor is a subtle blending or
combination of memory ( and quickness of perception.
It was first well experimented on and proved by BOBBRT
HOUPIN and the artist COUTURE, I venture to say that
my own inquiries have added something to what is
known of it. Fourthly, we have the constructive
faculty, by which children of from eight years of age,
and even younger, to fourteen, can be taught original
design, and that not of an inferior quality, and to work
it out by what I call the minor arts in modelling, wood
carving, embroidery, inlaying, &c.

Memory, quickness of perception, and " visualising "
meet and blend in art or manual industry. By means
of the latter alone, as it is now taught in certain
schools, children are easily and pleasantly trained to
take up any kind of work. That is to say, one does not
make artisans of them, but they are prepared in the be$t
possible way to become artisans. A very great $rti06*
when complimented on his skill, said, ** I began to draw
at fourteen years of age, and every day of my life 1 r&tUOft
the fact that I should draw twice as well if I had begun
at seven/' Here was a great truth, Prom sevoa to
fourteen years of age a certain suppleness, knack. Of
dexterous familiarity with the pencil or any impleawwil
may be acquired which diminishes with
years. This is precisely the case with memory
quick perception.